


Figure 10.2. Little River in the 1890s, The Little River was described in January 1841 during a canoe expedition:
"After passing up the bay seven miles, they entered the mouth of Little River, a tartuous and extremely rapid
outlet from the Everglades, where they struggled against the current until after midnight, when they reached
their first resting-place—the site of an old plantation—where they landed” (Brooks 1880, p. 246). Non-native
coconut trees shown indicate a place of settlement. Photograph by Ralph M. Munroe, Ralph M. Munrae Collec-
tion, used by parmission of the Historical Museum of Southern Florida.



Before the Everglades were drained at the beginning of the 20"
Century, they mostly contained very shallow water dammed in by
the Coastal Ridge. Water flowed into the Coastal Ridge through
extensions of the Everglades called tranverse glades, and then
down to the coast (or Biscayne Bay) through rapids.
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Source: McVoy, Christopher W., Winifred Park Said, Jayantha Obeysekera, Joel Van Arman, and Thomas Dreschel. 2011. Landscapes and

Hydrology of the Predrainage Everglades. University Press of Florida.
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This shows the same elevation map but with a 1928 aerial
photo, taken two years after the 1926 hurricane. The C-7
canal has been dug and built up to NE 2™ Ave. Streets
have gone in to Sherwood Forest but that development
went bankrupt in the depression that was soon to follow.
Rectangles show parcels that have a structure with a year-
built date of 1928 or earlier. El Portal Village was later
incorporated in 1937.

Damage from the 1926
hurricane in what is now
El Portal was not much
compared to islands like
Miami Beach (photo of
Haulover bridge with all
the land around it
washed away).



Discussion of possible history project for interested residents — see
www.worldmountain.com/elportalcensus



http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1940/
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Schematic diagram of the hydrological cycle in Southeast Florida. Southeast Florida receives approximately 60
inches of year

annually. Most of Southeast Florida sits on the Biscayne Aquifer, an open coastal aquifer of high porosity and
transmissivity. (Graphic:

USGS)
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